
Over the past four years we have been working to add
content to UpToDate that is specifically for emergency
medicine professionals. We are proud to announce the
official launch of this new specialty. 

Of the emergency medicine professionals who already
use UpToDate:*

• 91% reported UpToDate led to changes in patient
management

• 95% said UpToDate improves the quality of care
they provide 

• 98% are willing to recommend it to their colleagues

* Source: UpToDate Subscriber Survey, 2008; N = 157 EM
respondents
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Dear Subscriber,

As we near the end of 2009, I have begun reflecting on the activities of this year. I am excited that we
introduced two new specialties, Neurology and Adult and Pediatric Emergency Medicine. Both of these sections
have an outstanding faculty and have already been enthusiastically welcomed by early adopters. In addition, all
of the existing specialties have been rigorously maintained to assure that we continue to provide you and your
staff with state-of-the-art, evidence-based information that is clinically relevant, trustworthy and actionable.

Our efforts are continuing to extend worldwide. In particular, I am pleased with our ongoing relationship with
Global Health Delivery (GHD), an organization dedicated to improving healthcare delivery in resource-limited
settings. This year, GHD and UpToDate established a donations program to allow hospitals in these settings to
have free access. For more information go to www.ghdonline.org/uptodategrant.

We are committed to continually improving UpToDate® with the goal of helping clinicians do their job better and
improving the level of care they provide to patients. For the coming year, our focus will be on integrating
UpToDate into electronic health record systems to provide clinicians with even faster access to the information they
need during the normal patient workflow. In our development efforts, we have been cognizant of the dialogue
surrounding the “meaningful use” provisions that will allow reimbursement for incorporating health information
technology into your clinicians’ practice through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009. 

Many of these efforts are already being implemented under the direction of Dr. Peter Bonis, who has been
promoted to Chief Medical Officer. UpToDate has been a leader in demonstrating that arming clinicians with the
proper tools to answer clinical questions improves healthcare quality. Our hope is that deeper integration into
electronic medical records systems will help us to have an even greater impact on quality of care.

We appreciate any feedback you have on these efforts or, as always, on anything else we do at UpToDate. Have
a happy and healthy holiday season.   

Sincerely,

Denise Basow, MD
Editor-in-Chief NOWAVAILABLE!

95% OF EMERGENCY MEDICINE PROFESSIONALS

REPORT UPTODATE IMPROVES THE QUALITY OF

CARE THEY PROVIDE
*

95% 



UpToDate’s core goal is to
provide rapid, accurate,
evidence-based answers to
clinical questions at the point
of care. UpToDate’s rigorous
editorial process allows
UpToDate to achieve this
goal by bringing together
methodologists to interpret
the evidence, expert
clinicians who understand
the clinical questions that
arise, and multiple levels of
peer review to promote
clarity and prevent bias.

Clinical experts work with physician editors to create
UpToDate content.

UpToDate topics are written by expert authors in
combination with our internal physician editors, who
are trained in evidence-based medicine and who are
also specialists in their content areas. They work
together to ensure that UpToDate’s topics answer
clinical questions with the best available evidence and
an understanding of real-world clinical practice.
UpToDate continually reviews information in more
than 430 peer-reviewed journals, online medical
resources, and guidelines published by major national
and international societies. Information in UpToDate,
including every update, goes through at least three
levels of physician review.

Our information is unbiased.

UpToDate takes no advertisements and accepts no
money from pharmaceutical companies. That fact, in
combination with multiple levels of peer review to
prevent bias, ensures that UpToDate’s content is not
influenced by commercial interests and that
information is presented objectively and fairly.

For specific details on how our editorial process
works, go to www.uptodate.com and click About
UpToDate and then Policies.

Recommendations are based on evidence.

UpToDate provides specific recommendations for
clinicians. High-quality evidence is not always
available, and UpToDate will make
recommendations even when the best evidence is of
low or very low quality. Expertise is always required
to interpret evidence, whether that evidence is high-
quality (such as from meta-analyses of randomized
trials) or low-quality (such as from unsystematic
clinical observations), and UpToDate authors and
editors have the necessary expertise to answer
clinical questions with the best available evidence.

Recommendations are graded based on a widely
accepted scale.

As part of our continuing commitment to provide our
subscribers with the most actionable, evidence-based
information available, UpToDate began grading
recommendations in 2006. UpToDate currently has
more than 5,000 graded recommendations, and the
process is ongoing. Graded recommendations appear
in the Summary and Recommendations sections at the
end of topics. 

UpToDate uses the UTD-GRADE format, a
modification of the GRADE system1,2. Grades have
two components, a number (1 or 2) reflecting the
strength of the recommendation and a letter (A, B or
C) reflecting the quality of the evidence supporting
that recommendation. 

A grading tutorial is now available. 

UpToDate created a web tutorial on grading for our
editors and peer reviewers. That tutorial is now
available for anyone to review in the About
UpToDate section of our site under
Policies/Editorial Policy. The tutorial provides some
basic information about evidence-based medicine as
well as more in-depth instruction about the GRADE
system of grading. Additional information about the
international GRADE working group is available at
www.gradeworkinggroup.org.

1. GRADE working group. Grading quality of evidence and
strength of recommendations. BMJ 2004; 328:1490. 

2. Guyatt, G, Gutterman, D, Baumann, MH, Addrizzo-Harris D,
et al. Grading strength of recommendations and quality of
evidence in clinical guidelines: report from an American
college of chest physicians task force. Chest 2006; 129:174.

New clinical studies are
released that impact care. Our editors collaborate with

our authors to update the topic.

The revised topic is shared
with peer reviewers.

Once a final consensus is
reached, the revised topic is
available to clinicians around
the world via UpToDate.

NEW! 

A Closer Look at Our Editorial Process



The feedback feature is a way for UpToDate
subscribers to communicate directly with our editors.
Feedback allows users to ask questions that may not
have been clearly answered, request new topics, and
suggest corrections. To submit a question or
comment, simply click on the feedback button within
a topic (shown in figure at right). You can also send
an email to editorial@uptodate.com.

To gather additional information about how well
topics are answering questions, we also provide a
box at the end of every topic review that asks “Did
UpToDate answer your question?” If you respond,
“No,” you are given the opportunity to provide us
with details of what we did not answer.

We will reply to all comments you submit. Anything
that requires editorial review will be directed to the
appropriate specialty editor. Many of your comments
and questions will require us to change our content,
and these changes will undergo our normal peer
review process before being added to our published
program.

Search Engine Enhancements
UpToDate is committed to helping you find the
clinical answers you need quickly and easily.
Our search engine now features the following
enhancements:

Auto-complete.
Suggested text pops up after 2-3 letters have
been entered.

Prefilled search box.
Allows you to return to the last search term
entered.

“Smarter” searches.
Reviews the topics selected after a search term
has been entered, and uses that information to
improve subsequent search results.

Find in page.
The most recent search term is now carried
over.

Patient Information
UpToDate has added new free information for
patients. Go to What’s new in patient information
for a sample. We encourage you to refer your patients
to UpToDate by adding our new search widget to
your website. For more information, go to
www.uptodate.com/patients/refer.

Feedback from the UpToDate Community

Subscribers have responded enthusiastically to the
feedback feature; we receive an average of 700-800
submissions a month. Approximately 20% of these
submissions result in a specific change being made to
our content — or to the organization of information
or search function to make content easier to find and
access.

As practicing clinicians, UpToDate subscribers provide
an extra layer of peer review. Our editorial team
welcomes feedback submissions as we strive to
continually evaluate and improve our content.

Upcoming Release Schedule 
Version 18.1  March 2010 • Version 18.2  July 2010   •   Version 18.3  November 2010



ADULT AND PEDIATRIC
EMERGENCY MEDICINE
Gary R. Fleisher, MD
John A. Marx, MD
Ron M. Walls, MD, FRCPC, FAAEM

ADULT PRIMARY CARE 
AND INTERNAL MEDICINE
Mark D. Aronson, MD
Robert H. Fletcher, MD, MSc
Suzanne W. Fletcher, MD

ALLERGY AND IMMUNOLOGY
Bruce S. Bochner, MD
E. Richard Stiehm, MD
Robert A. Wood, MD  

CARDIOVASCULAR MEDICINE
Morton F. Arnsdorf, MD, MACC
Bernard J. Gersh, MB, ChB, DPhil, FRCP
Sharon A. Hunt, MD
Catherine M. Otto, MD

ENDOCRINOLOGY AND
DIABETES
David S. Cooper, MD
David M. Nathan, MD
Peter J. Snyder, MD

FAMILY MEDICINE
Patrick Dowling, MD, MPH 
Carlos R. Jaen, MD, PhD 
Warren P. Newton, MD, MPH
E. Robert Schwartz, MD
Jeff L. Susman, MD

GASTROENTEROLOGY AND
HEPATOLOGY
Sanjiv Chopra, MD
J. Thomas LaMont, MD

HEMATOLOGY
Richard A. Larson, MD
Lawrence L.K. Leung, MD
Stanley L. Schrier, MD

INFECTIOUS DISEASES
John G. Bartlett, MD
Stephen B. Calderwood, MD
Martin S. Hirsch, MD
Daniel J. Sexton, MD
Peter F. Weller, MD

NEPHROLOGY AND
HYPERTENSION
Burton D. Rose, MD
Daniel C. Brennan, MD
Richard J. Glassock, MD, MACP
Steve J. Schwab, MD

NEUROLOGY
Michael J. Aminoff, MD, DSc
Timothy A. Pedley, MD
Jerome B. Posner, MD

OBSTETRICS, GYNECOLOGY
AND WOMEN’S HEALTH
Robert L. Barbieri, MD

ONCOLOGY
George P. Canellos, MD 
Lowell Schnipper, MD

PEDIATRICS
Sheldon L. Kaplan, MD
F. Bruder Stapleton, MD

PULMONARY, CRITICAL CARE
AND SLEEP MEDICINE
Peter J. Barnes, DM, DSc, FRCP, FRS
Talmadge E. King, Jr, MD
Polly E. Parsons, MD
Mark H. Sanders, MD

RHEUMATOLOGY
Peter H. Schur, MD

UpToDate Editors-in-Chief

FOUNDING EDITOR, UpToDate
Burton D. Rose, MD

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF, UpToDate
Denise S. Basow, MD
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Waltham, MA 02453-3471 USA
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Tel: 1-800-998-6374 (US/Canada)
Tel: +1-781-392-2000 (All other countries)                                 
Fax: +1-781-642-8840

International Representation
P.O. Box 4
2400 MA Alphen aan den Rijn
The Netherlands

Tel: +31 172 641440
Fax: +31 172 641486   
Email: international@uptodate.com

Tel: 03-5805-5052
Fax: 03-5805-5053   
Email: japan@uptodate.com

In Memoriam
We are saddened by the death in August of Rheumatology author Jerome Herman, MD, a highly regarded
rheumatologist and investigator, remembered by those who knew him well for his kindness and devotion to his
patients.

Please feel free to forward this
newsletter to a friend or colleague.
To order additional copies, contact
Cindi Desmarais at 
cdesmarais@uptodate.com.

NEW! 

Editorial Questions?  
editorial@uptodate.com

Technical Questions?
support@uptodate.com


